CHAPTER I

ANCESTRY-----SCHOOL-DAYS.

A MONG- the Western Highlands of Scotland there is no
-*--*- wilder tract than that which stretches between the
Kyles of Skye and the line of the Great Glen. From the
margin of the western sea the ground rises steeply into rugged
mountains, which slope away eastward through many miles
of rough moorland into the very heart of the country. The
bold Atlantic front of these mountains is trenched by deep
and narrow valleys, of which the upper parts rise above the
sea-level into dark and rocky glens, the lower portions sink-
ing under the water and forming the characteristic sea-lochs
or fjords of that region. In the shelter of these hollows,
alike in the glens, and as an irregular selvage along the
margins of the lochs, lie strips of arable land with farm-
houses and the cots of the peasantry; but all above and
around are the wild rough hills, shrouded for great part of
the year in mist, and catching the first dash of the fierce
western rains, which seam their sides with foaming torrents.

Even now, with alJL the appliances of modern travel, these
tracts of Lochalsh and Kiutail are little known, except in so
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